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Volunteers: 
Giving back to the Community 

     Volunteers are truly our lifeline at Tri-State Food Bank, Inc, ena-
bling us to efficiently move food to the programs that directly serve 
people in need within our community. 
     Hundreds of volunteers each month help with various projects 
from sorting food, working in the office, labeling cans, and helping 
with special events.  Volunteers come from service groups, church 
organizations, corporations, schools, and the community.  We ap-
preciate the generosity and community-minded spirit of all who do-
nate their time and energy to the Tri-State Food Bank, Inc. and 
those assisted by the more than 250 programs we serve. 

Assistant Director, John Hillenbrand, with his volunteers. 

The annual Homeward Bound 5k Walk to provide housing and prevent  homelessness will be help on April 
12,2008 at Garvin Park at 1:00.  You can call 428-3246 or visit Park at 1:00.  You can call 428-3246 or visit 
Homewardboundindiana.org for any and all information regarding registration and donations.   
 



Less Food-More Need 
A slow economy with a strong agricultural market is having an adverse effect on food banks. 
Tri-State Food Bank has seen a drop in donated food from local and national donations, as well as government re-
sources.  
The decrease in commodities are having an impact on pantries and on-site feeding programs that rely heavily on com-
modities to supplement their food supply.  We are seeing a growing number of people needing assistance while at the 
same time the food industry is watching their bottom lines, leaving little left for donations for food banks. 
With dwindling food sources, many pantries have insufficient food to hand out and while most do not turn people 
away, they are giving less, and limiting the number of times people can come in for assistance. 
The rising cost of food results in less purchasing  power that low –income families have through food stamps, higher 
utility rates and fuel are zapping other income sources, and now with less food available at pantries, the risk of hunger 
for our communities poor is greater. 
To make up for the loss of food donations, Tri-State Food Bank is purchasing more food: however, we know this 
places a funding burden on our agencies, as well as the food bank.  We are looking at ways to offset these costs. 
 
 
 

Here is an excerpt from the appropriations notice from Cathie McCullough, Director Food Distribution Division: 
Impact of Rising Food Costs on TEFAP 
Although FY2008 appropriations have been finalized, we continue to face significant challenges to obtaining sufficient 
TEFAP commodities to meet demand.  An extremely strong agricultural market has increased  food prices, dramatically 
in recent months, diminishing the purchasing power of our appropriated funds.  For example, from FY2006  to FY2007, 
the costs of nine commodities most commonly purchased for TEFAP increased by 10.34%.  In addition, the strong agri-
cultural market has resulted in less surplus or bonus commodities being available to TEFAP. 
Between FY2005 and FY2007, the amount of bonus commodities donated to TEFAP declined from about $154M to 
$58.5M. 
We expect these trends to continue.  Thus, we strongly encourage TEFAP State agencies to use their FY2008 commod-
ity funds carefully by distributing food orders throughout the remainder of the fiscal year, thereby ensuring that they will 
have some funds available for food orders later in the year.  

Where do we go from here? 
Tri-State Food Bank will step up our efforts to find more food donations.  When one door closes, opportunity lies behind 
another.  Together, let’s open all doors.  We will prevail. 
Just remember, the frustration we may feel over declining food supplies, multiplies ten fold for our clients.  We have a 
mission-It’s not impossible.   
                                                                                                                                From the Director~Mary Blair 

We have started giving out allocations of rice cereal at no cost to the 
agencies.  We know that some have already received their  portion.  If 
you haven't’ please let us know and we will get yours to you as soon 
as possible.  In addition to the rice cereal, we are also allocating hams 
and turkeys at no cost.  These should come with your deliveries or 
pickups.  If I do happen to skip you or miss your order, please just 
give us a call and we will gladly get your allocation to you.   
 



                                                   Importance Of Your Monthly Service Reports 
We ask that you submit your monthly service reports so that we can use that information for 

our reporting to the states that we serve.  Indiana, Kentucky, and Illinois use these numbers to 
report to the state and federal government.  They can show the amount of people using these 

services in their state to help obtain more dollars from their local government.  The federal 

government uses these numbers for many things. It may help increase the food stamps, USDA 

foods, TANF, and a score of other programs that help the people of each state.  The numbers 

are also reported to America’s Second Harvest  The Nations Food Bank Network to help them 
lobby for more dollars and food for all of us. 

Agencies receiving USDA products have different requirements. They are listed below: 
Indiana:  The monthly service report is due on the 5th of each month along with your 
inventory sheet.  
Kentucky:  The monthly service report is due on the 5th of each month along with your inven-
tory worksheets. 
Illinois:  The monthly service report is due on the 15th of each month along with the signature 
sheets.  The signature sheets must be the originals, not copies and not faxed in to the Tri-State 
Food Bank. 
All other agencies:  Your monthly service report is due here on the 15th of each month. 
We do not have the staff to call agencies each month requesting these reports.  It is each agen-
cies responsibility to submit reports on time to assure compliance with the agency  contract..  
 
 
 
 

    Product Recall Notice: 
 
Inovata Foods, an Edmonton, 
Alberta firm, is voluntarily re-
calling approximately 3,780lbs 
of frozen chicken entrees that 
may be containmented with 
Listeria monocytogenes.   
 
 

The packages are labeled as fol-
lowed: 12oz. Packages of 
“Discover Cuisine Red Currey 
Chicken & Jasmine Rice.  Each of 
the packages will bear the Canadian 
establishment number “Est.302, also 
they will have a Best By date of “12 
18 08” 

 
Recommendations for people 
at risk for Listeriosis: 
* Wash hands with warm, 

soapy water before and after 
handling raw meat and poul-
try for at least 20 seconds 

* Wash cutting boards, dishes 
and utensils with hot soapy 
water 

* Keep raw meat, fish and 
poultry away from other 
food that will not be cooked 
immediately. 

* Don’t eat hot dogs, luncheon 
meats, bologna or other deli 
meats unless reheated 

* Do not drink raw
(unpasteurized) milk  

* Use precooked or ready-to-eat 
food as soon as you can.   

Symptoms of Listeria: 
High Fever, severe head-
ache, neck stiffness and 
nausea.  

The staff at Tri-State Food 
Bank would like to thank all 
the agencies for their patience 
while we were in the process 
of remodeling.  We know that 
sometimes there was inconvi-
ences and confusion, but you 
were all GREAT in dealing 
with our situation.  You all 
deserve a great big applause.   

 March’s Madness Monitors 
 
 St John’s Feeding the Hungry 
 
Little Sisters of the Poor 
 
United Caring Shelter 
 
Salvation Army Evansville 


